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6 For the purposes of this article, we use the word “aggressor” to refer to a person who has committed an 
act of sexual violence (rape, sexual harassment, coercion, etc.) on another person.  Our use of the word 
“aggressor” is not an attempt to weaken the severity of rape.   In our work of defining accountability 
outside of the criminal system, we try not to use criminal-based vocabulary such as “perpetrator,” “rapist,” 
or “sex predator.”  We also use pronouns interchangeably throughout the article. 
7 Golding, Jacqueline M., et al. “Social Support Sources Following Assault,” Journal of Community 
Psychology, 17:92-107, January 1989.  This paper is just one example of research showing that survivors 
are much more likely to access friends and family for support than they are to access police or rape crisis 
centers.  Golding’s research reveals that 59% of survivors surveyed reported that they disclosed their 
assault to friends and relatives, while 10.5% reported to police and 1.9% reported to rape crisis centers.  
Interestingly, Golding’s research also asserts that survivors rated rape crisis centers as most helpful and 
law enforcement as least helpful.  She suggests that, since friends or relatives are the most frequent 
contact for rape victim disclosure, efforts should focus on enhancing and supporting this informal 
intervention. 
8 Borrowing from philosopher Cornel West, we can call this approach of simultaneous improvisation and 
structure a “jazzy approach.”  Much like jazz music, a community accountability process can incorporate 
many different and diverse components that allow for the complexity of addressing sexual violence while 
also respecting the need for some stability and careful planning.  Also, like jazz music, an accountability 
process is not an end point or a finite thing, but a living thing that continues to be created.  Our 
understanding of community accountability ultimately transcends the idea of simply holding an abusive 
community member responsible for his or her actions, but also includes the vision of the community itself 


























































                                                                                                                                             
being accountable for supporting a culture that allows for sexual violence.  This latter accountability 
process truly necessitates active and constant re-creating and re-affirming a community that values 
liberation for everyone. 
9 We define “internalized oppression,” as the process of a person that belongs to a marginalized and 
oppressed group accepting, promoting, and justifying beliefs of inferiority and lack of value about her 
group and, perhaps, herself. 






























































                                            
10 Thank you to the Northwest Network of Bisexual, Trans, Lesbian, and Gay Survivors of Abuse for 
asserting the verb in “safety plan” and sharing that important distinction with the rest of us! 


























































                                            
11 We do not mean to simply imply that the principle of “innocent until proven guilty” should be completely 
discarded.  However, we also recognize that this particular goal is actually often disregarded in a criminal 
system that is entrenched with institutional racism and oppression.  Our goal is to create values that are 
independent from a criminal justice-based approach to accountability, including thinking critically about 
ideas such as “innocent until proven guilty” from the perspective of how these ideas actually impact 
oppressed people. 





























































