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women who are victims of gender entrapment exzerience poverty and violence in their 3rivate lives;

STATE

How do women

end uz in the crimi-
nal jyustice system?
Their yourney often
begjns in girthood.
?er\n&?s they
are born 300r,
or black,
maybe
Latino, or
maybe they
are born
to « teen
mother-

e —

Jails and prisons are desgned

the population into specimens in a zoo - obedient to our keepers. but dangerous to each other. A.D.

Mmaybe they are unfortunate and
exyerience some form of hysi-

cal, sexuxl, or emotional abuse, or
?er\n&?s one of their Parents is
aiready incarcerated: All of these
make them more likely to end u3 «s
fodder for the 3rison industrixl
comzlex: we now live in « country
that incarcerates black women at
four times the rate of their white
counteryarts: while their is «
rhetorical and very real desire to
blame women's crimes on

Persona| choices thmt

they mage

there is « bigger
Picture

to consider-
How do race,
clagg, trauma,
access to socixl
services,

and gender
contribute to
the growing
Prison
PoUlxtion?
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Many women bagin life in vulnerable situations «s girls: They find
little suzzort in school and the reinforcement of limiting gender roles:
schools often do little to counter these negative messages and in the
s cagse of pregnant teens enforce strict
.\\\\\‘\\\\‘ attendanceg?o\icies and create an ynsyoken
social stigma that mage it exsien for pregnant
girls to leave school
then to stay- These gjr\
can become vulnerabla
h’.g‘n rates of poverty &
domestic violence:
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motherhood was herd-
1 had no suzzort:
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/M vuinerable grouzs of
7N  women who are
4] battered by men are
~Y osten asraid to call the
?Police for fear thet their

victimization will be
criminalized and that
_ they might lose their
~ \\\E children- sometimes

N they are right
TR Ry
X VW R




once women are arrested their lives are destroved- while for some women it may be the first chance they have

s =
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Almost 273 of
" women in 3rison
are mothers:
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T lost my
Parental rights
while T wag jn

Prison-

1 f / \ , ‘1;}“ ‘“\

o

The Adoztion and
Safe Families
Act «llows
the state
to
terminate
Parental
rights
if
/ ch]\d.
haLg been
in foster
care
15 out of
the last 22 months'

=

/

sending time in rison and~s
or receyving « felony conviction
makes getting & yob much more dis-
ficult: Tf women are convicted fel-
ons and. und.er community suervision
they often have \ittle or no access
to food stamzs, public housing, or
social services: They a\s0 recejve
\ittle or no yob training, or
training in fields that are low
3aying: This means that
maging « ffliving wagde' is
naarly im3o0ssibler women
with children are esye-
cially 3enalized- They
often yrioritize the need
sor child care and
family reunjfication

7
e,

“Eventyally T
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W%S arrested again

After 4y months T
was raeleased: T was
\abeled « felon for
life-

SO

over emzloyment:
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0 one would hire me-
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and sent back €5 rison. z {/j

Z 3
T sold my body to survive on the
streets: = did drugs to survive
the trauma = endured at the
hands of countless men and the
z0licer No one would hely me-

T had no where to live-
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¢ we could divert the money
our country is rouring into the
rison industrial comzlex to pro-
vide more socjal
services to vulnerable
PoUlrtions, legislate laws to
end violence against women,
suzrort outrexch services, shel-
ters, counseling,
3rotection, and education that
would be the beginning of turn-
ing the tide in favor of « more
sust and humane solution to
crime and.
unishment:

Most women are incarcarated
for non-violent offensaes: com-
munity treatment oztions, xc-
cess to mental and hysical
hea\th care, substance abuse
counseling, safe and deyend-
able child care, trauma inter-
vention and treatment, and
economic suyort would reduce
recidivism by a large margin
among women who have been
incarcerated:

WE must work to
abolish 3rescribed gender roles,
and racism- we need to recog-
nize the resilience and wisdom
that women 055@5S when they

are safa@ and feel like
3roductive members of our
communities:

Finally we need desyerately to
understand and examine the
role of racism,
heternormativity, and 3overty in
our current models of
qunishment and socjal
control- women of color, sexua|
minorities, and. 300r 3eo3le *re
doubly 3unished by our system:
T¢ we could work to take down
the #rison Tndustrial complex
it would im3rove ublic safety
and maga our communities more
livable for everyone, especilly
women and. children-

LWlomen Prisoners are
~  twice mardinalized, invisible in the
£ree world by virtue of their incarcerasion, and
lardely overlooKed even by Prison acsiviss by virsUe
of their gender... Ghallenging she hyPerinvisibility os
women Prisoners is centPal 0 effecsive acsiviss nd
academic worR around 155065 0f iMPrisonment...

Angela. Pavis (1999)
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