
Negroes Fre- To take one record from the files of the
quently Association, the case of George W., a
Convicted on colored boy, nineteen years old, who
Suspicion was born in Chicago and had attended

the public schools through one year at

the high school. He lived with his mother and had
worked steadily for three years as a porter in a large

grocery store, until August 22, 1912, when he was
arrested on the charge of rape. On the late afternoon

of that day an old woman of eighty-three was as-

saulted by a negro and was saved from the horrible

attack only by the timely arrival of her daughter, who
so frightened the assailant that he jumped out of a

window. Two days later George was arrested, charged
with the crime. At the police station he was not al-

lowed to sleep ; was beaten, cuffed and kicked, and
finally, battered and frightened, he confessed that he
had committed the crime. When he appeared in

court, his lawyer advised him to plead guilty, although
the boy explained that he had not committed the crime
and had confessed simply because he was forced to do
so. The evidence against him was so flimsy that the

judge referred to it in his instructions to the jury. The
State's Attorney had failed to establish the ownership
of the cap dropped by the fleeing assailant and the
time of the attempted act was changed during the

testimony. Though the description given by the peo-
ple who saw the colored man running away did not
agree with George's appearance, nevertheless the jury
brought in a verdict of guilty and the judge sentenced
the boy to fourteen years in the penitentiary. When
one of the men who had seen the guilty man running
away from the old woman's house was asked why he
did not make his testimony more explicit, he replied,

"Oh, well, he's only a nigger anyway." The case was
brought to the Juvenile Protective Association by the
employer of George W., who, convinced of the boy's
good character, felt that he had not had a fair trial.

The Association found that the boy could absolutely
prove an alibi at the time of the crime and is making
an effort to get him out of the penitentiary.


